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Recipient Name Minamata Disease Center Soshisha

Belonging /
Contact Address 34 Fukuro, Minamata-shi, Kumamoto-Ken, 867-0034
Tel: 0966-63-5800 Email: info@soshisha.org

Theme of Research on geological feature around the planned industrial
Research/Training waste disposal site in Minamata city.

Name of the Organization
Providing Training

IWD Toa Kumamoto Co., Ltd, which is the private industrial waste supplier, has been planning to
construct the industrial waste disposal site on the fountainhead of Minamata city. The enterprise has submitted
the preparation report of environmental assessment book in February 2007. The spot is the plateau-shaped
topography and the enterprise plans to pile up the industrial waste on that top. There are alot of springs on the
lower slope and the residents use spring water as their life water.  Around this area, the earth and sand disaster
occurs and there are disdocations in the implementation area.  Although dangerous factors exist as they are
mentioned above, the enterprise concluded in the preparation report that “they were not ground water but surface
running water,” “according to the structure of the geological feature, there is no danger of the earth and sand
disaster,” “there is no danger because they are old dislocations,” and so on.

To clarify danger of the disposal ground scientifically, we had study program and made some on-site
survey of the running direction and slant of the strata with the guidance of the experts. Based on these surveys,
we made geological cross section map and photomap.  Asaresult, we found out that there are some strata, which
were not mentioned in the geological feature map and IWD Toa's way of understanding of geographic feature is
wrong. In the geological map made by the enterprise, it was mentioned that the stratum of the planned site is
inclined to the west direction by 10degrees equally. Based on this, the enterprise insists that there is no spring on
the east dope. However, we found that the real stratum had been on top of one another complicatedly because
volcanic activities made the surface of strata uneven. We also have surveyed quality and quantity of water since
last year. Based on the results of our surveys, it is comprehensively proved that spring water of Omori area is
underground water containing in the plateau of planned site.

In parallel with the geological survey, cooperating with Minamata citizens' council, we investigated the
traffic density of the transportation road, aguatic insects, precious animals, and weather. Regarding the
investigation of the hawk eagle of the endangered species, with the cooperation of the members of Wild bird
Society Japan, we have been conducting investigation for half ayear. About the weather, with the guidance of
Mr. Ryuichi Nakata of the Meteorological Agency, we observed the state of the ash scattering and the inversion
layer. In addition, we installed three anemometers in April and we are going to observe for a year at the fixed
points and would like to clarify the influence of the pollutants though collecting and analyzing datain detail later.

The results of our investigations were reflected by questions to the enterprise at the briefing session and
inhabitants' opinion book, and also taken in the opinion book of Mayor of Minamata-city. Moreover, in the public
hearing of Kumamoto prefecture in January, a lot of scientific public statements were given based on our findings. As
a result, the governor of Kumamoto prefecture sent governor’s opinion to IWD Toa Kumamoto co. Itd. in March and
demanded that almost al investigation items should be done all over again. It may be said that thisis abig result of our
activities.



