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4 1 SIRENEWS Can the EIA save the Japanese dugong? What is it for?




Recipient Name Association to Protect Northernmost Dugong

Belonging /

Contact Address info@sea-dugong.org

Theme of The field survey by local citizen on dugong and their habitat
Research/Training in okinawa, Japan

Name of the Organization
Providing Training

The dugong population in Okinawa is in danger of extinction. However, Japanese and local
government has not taken the specific measures for conservation of the dugong population.
From the perspective that scientific background is necessary for the strategy to protect
dugong, we could establish the framework of grassroots survey of dugong’ s feeding trails
to gain an understanding the status of the Okinawan dugong being sited very occasionally
by aircrafts.

We could be guided by dugong and sea grass experts of Japan, USA, and Philippines on not
only methodology of feeding trail survey but also the policy for dugong conservation and
the long monitoring of the trails through on site training and workshop with local citizens.
After that, the member has been trying to improve the survey method and data processing,
and put the result into the survey manual and dugong conservation guide book. The survey
will go on, and the guidebook will be revised, and the survey sometimes will be open to general
citizens. Based on the knowledge and experience obtained from the activities, we will advocate
the conservation of dugong to governments.



