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This study aims to provide an ethnographic account of the experiences of the women and the
community in livelihood improvement projectsin Takeo province, Cambodia. It explores the
concept of women’s empowerment through the analysis of the ‘process’ of its respective ‘ changes
that taken place in the course of women'’s participation in and emergence of, women’s
community-based organizations.

In Cambodia, particularly in rural society, traditionally practiced code of conduct of men and
women are prevailed in current everyday life yet. This code of conduct and the ideology has
changed itself with social change and forms the identity of Cambodian. It isimportant to discuss
what empowerment means for women based on understanding of gender perspective and gender
relation in Cambodian context. This research analyzes the changes comparing before women’'s
group activities started and current situation and transition of gender perspective by focusing on
active women leaders and women’s community based organizations as case studies.

Fieldwork began in middle of May. Preparation of undertaking fieldwork in rura area, including
Khmer language training and literature review were carried out in Phnom Penh, the capital city of
Cambodia. Fieldwork in rural areawas begun in June. The activities were |ocated at 4 villages, 2
hours drive from Phnom Penh. While home-staying at families of the study targets, participant
observation, including participation to the women’ s group and farmer association’s activities,
conducting focus group workshop, individual interviews with stakeholders and any other activities
that enable the research to build rapport with the villagers, was carried out.

Primary data obtained from those methods were recorded in forms of field note, recorded voice, and
photos. The data was transcribed and translated in details in order to anayze the narrative retrieved
from sayings, interviews and speeches. The extracted perspectives and expressions were sorted and
organized to understand the elements and the process of the changes, which emerged in the
narratives. Through the activities of the women’ s group, such as saving, agricultural technical
supports (rice cultivation, home gardening, animal husbandry, and so forth), women’srole as
housewives were strengthen and enabled women to contribute more in livelihood. As aresult, the
changes such as 1) the extent of women’s activities expanded from only within household to the
society, 2) increased access to information, 3) enhanced confidence, 4) obtained male's support to
women'’s activities and so forth, were extracted from the data. Although there are differencesin
consciousness of each individual, there are common recognitions among both men and women
about the benefits of the activities of women’s group. Moreover, the answers to the question


mailto:ayakohiwasa@gmail.com

comparing the situation of women before the activities started and the current situation, there were
some sayings provided by both men and women using the traditional ideology as a symbol to
describe the changes. That ideology symbolizes the previous situation by using this saying which
used to hinder women'’s role only within household and undervalued women. And it compares
current situation by saying that it is not like that right now. It has very significant meaning as
empower ment emphasizes the importance of women recognize internalized oppression and
challenge it to bring changes into their lives.

By studying peopl€’' s experiences in details, understanding that could be obtained from this kind of
study has great potential to provide relevant reference to community development. Through this
study, it was possible to seek the hypothesis of effective intervention for women’s empowerment by
analyzing women'’s experience from gender perspective and putting into writing. Outsider’s view or
intervention enables to discuss the changes which are not recognized by the stakeholder concerned.



