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Theme of Study on Vietnam's Hydropower Development in the Mekong
i Tributaries and its Transboundary Environmental and Social Impact
Research/Training in Downstream Cambodia

Name of the Organization
Providing Training

The research activity concerned has been delayed and is currently ongoing. This is because the staff

person in charge of the activity in Mekong Watch has been on a prolonged sick leave. In March 2008, we
were told by the doctor that it is difficult for the above staff person to return to the office for a while longer.
As a result, another staff person of Mekong Watch has been conducting the activity concerned. The
content of the research activity is the same as that stated in the grant application. The revised schedule is
described below:

March to May, 2008  Information collection in Cambodia and Japan

May to July, 2008 Analysis and writing in Japan
July to August, 2008  Editing, selection of pictures, publication of the research findings as a booklet
August 2008 Seminars in Japan on research findings

With the findings of the research activities supported by the Takagi Fund of Citizen Science, we aim to
promote and facilitate appropriate decision making by the Japanese government and development agencies
through following ways:

Providing information to Japanese government and development agencies

We will deliver the research findings, including the lessons learned and concerns, to Japanese policy
makers, such as the Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and development agencies,
such as the Japan Bank for International Cooperation and Japan International Cooperation Agency. By
providing citizen’s perspectives into the upstream of decision making, we will seek for incorporation of
environmental and social consideration and improved information disclosure in development aid projects
and plans supported by Japan. Ultimately, our aim is to avoid harms caused by development.

Disseminating information to the general public in Japan

The research findings will be published as a booklet and disseminated widely in Japan. The booklet will
also be posted on the Mekong Watch's website. A staff person of a Cambodian NGO will be invited to
speak at the seminars in Tokyo and Kansai areas planned for August 2008. Through such information
dissemination, we will provide the general public in Japan the insights into the realities of development
aid, which is afforded with our tax money, and critical perspective on development aid.
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